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Advisory councils that are a member of the EEAC Network advise (sub)national governments and parliaments in the 

European area on issues related to climate change environment and sustainable development. The complexity of these 

issues necessitates numerous systemic transitions, and such transitions require holistic, cross-silo (across group) and cross-

border solutions. This combination generates a complex playing field in which the advisory councils operate on the interface 

between society, science, and politics. To face the complex transition towards sustainability, cross-border cooperation among 

advisory councils and other stakeholders is vital.

To enable exchange, the EEAC Network offers an operational 

framework for dialogue and informed debate among various 

stakeholders and disciplines. Stakeholders gather to learn from each 

other and to promote viewpoints that transcend national perspectives. 

To this end, the EEAC Network organizes (online) working sessions, 

workshops, and conferences among advisory councils themselves 

and among advisory councils and external stakeholders.

Furthermore, the EEAC Network seeks to bridge the gap between 

scientific knowledge and policymaking and to enrich the advice that 

individual advisory councils can give to their governments, by 

enabling the exchange of experience, know-how and viewpoints 

among EEAC member bodies and their stakeholders. To ensure that 

the knowledge gathered is preserved, reports, outcome letters, and 

summaries are drafted and published by the network.

In addition, the EEAC Network serves as a liaison between the work 

of the (sub)national councils and the European policy level. By doing 

so, the network acts as a liaison between the endeavor to promote 

sustainable development at the European level and knowhow from 

civil society and the scientific community engaged in sustainable 

development at (sub)national levels. In order to fulfill this role, the 

EEAC Network actively participates in formal and informal forums, 

coalitions and round tables at the European level. 

Sixteen advisory councils from thirteen European countries and regions 

are members of the EEAC Network. With representatives from 

academia, civil society, the private sector and public bodies the EEAC 

Network brings together experts with years of experience producing 

independent advice.

The EEAC Network also engages with external stakeholders, such as 

the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of the 

European Union, the European Economic and Social Committee 

(EESC) and the European Environment Agency (EEA); as well as with 

other networks and think-tanks, such as the European Sustainable 

Development Network (ESDN), the Institute for European 

Environmental Policy and the Institut du Développement Durable et des 

Relations Internationales.
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5. PERSPECTIVE AHEAD

4. RESULTS ACHIEVED

✓ Frequent and institutionalized knowledge 

exchange and knowledge building among 

advisory councils active in the European area.

✓ Enhanced distribution of insights and opinions 

of advisory councils to the European policy 

level. 

✓ A mechanism to better anticipate and prepare 

for forthcoming and relevant strategic issues at 

European and global level. 

✓ A mechanism for enhanced contacts between 

advisory councils and stakeholders active at EU 

and UN policy levels. 

Although it seems that policies that address the environmental, 

economic, social and cultural dimensions of sustainability have left 

the policy niche, major challenges to achieve the goals of the 2030 

Agenda remain obvious. The EEAC Network is continuously 

committed to making its contribution to the transformation towards a 

sustainable Europe by 2030.
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