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There are several ongoing efforts to link the 2030 Agenda with national and local planning, such as; The 

National Development Plan 2017-2021, which is closely linked to the SDG; Executive Decree 371, formally 

adopting the 2030 Agenda as state policy; and the Statistical Development Plan for SDG reporting, which 

aims to identify statistics, statistical operations, and administrative records useful for SDG monitoring and 

review.  However, it is necessary to have mechanisms to involve civil society for effective implementation and 

multi-stakeholder monitoring of the Agenda.

Grupo FARO in partnership with Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano 
is implementing an initiative called “ODS Territorio Ecuador”, which 
started March 2017. This initiative contributes to SDG implementation 
through participatory and multi-sector dialogue forums, citizen 
observatories and capacity building at the national level and in 5 
provinces of Ecuador. Based on this project experience and with the 
support of the 2030 Agenda Transformation Fund, other activities to 
address data gaps in monitoring and the importance of citizen-
generated data were implemented. 
According to the Statistical Development Plan, Ecuador currently has 
34.4% of the available indicators. It is expected to increase by 38.6% 
in the medium term and then by another 22.4% in the long term. SDG 
11 has 15 indicators, of which 2 can currently be measured in 
Ecuador. In this context, the project contributed by increasing the 
availability of tools and methodologies to generate new 
measurements at the city level on the target 11.7 regarding public 
spaces. 

Through the project “Upscaling Citizen-Generated Data for SDG 
monitoring and implementation in the capital and intermediate cities 
in Ecuador”, which focused on the SDG 11 in 4 cities of Ecuador, the 
following results were achieved: 
i. It has bridged OCS-generated information with official data 

through standardized methodologies piloted in 4 cities and that 
are freely and widely available in online platforms. 

ii. It contributed to localizing indicators to measure and report the 
implementation of the SDG in cities. 

iii. It has created synergies between the 2030 Agenda and the 
National Urban Agenda and between civil society and the National 
Statistics Office at the national and local levels. 

The national statistics office and local governments recognized the 
effort of civil society organizations and their role to provide the SDG 
data ecosystem with alternative sources of information. As a result of 
the project, a work plan to implement other pilot projects at the local 
level has been requested. The project, therefore, identified non-
official, primary information sources that contribute to local and 
national statistics, contributing to building a coherent monitoring 
system for SDG implementation. 

Our initiatives reach out to different stakeholders at the 
national and local levels and the main approach taken to 
achieve any commitment is to articulate activities among all 
sectors. Firstly, at the national level, a coalition of public, 
private, academic and civil society organizations are part of 
a technical advisory group where initiatives, plans, and 
policies are disseminated to articulate all the different 
sectoral efforts. So far, commitments have been made from 
the Vice Presidency of Ecuador, the National Statistics 
Office, and the Planning Secretariat. Also, at the Ecuadorian 
Assembly, we have supported the strengthening of a 
Parliamentary Group for the SDG, which recently passed 
regulations to align all the new laws to the 2030 Agenda 
and SDGs. Finally, local governments and civil society have 
been straightening their capacities to align local planning 
and civil initiatives with prioritized SDGs in their territories. 

3. STAKEHOLDERS 2. MEASURES and ACTIVITIES

5. PERSPECTIVE AHEAD

4. RESULTS ACHIEVED

Our initiatives have raised awareness of the SDG 

implementation nationally and sub-nationally.

✓ It has enabled active participation of civil society in the 

generation of citizen-generated data to monitor SDG 11 at 

the local and national level through a pilot in 4 cities.

✓ It has also generated inputs for the inclusion of non-official 

primary sources of information at the local level with 

municipalities and at the national level.

✓ Finally, free access to resources, tools, and 

methodologies have been developed and disseminated 

through different means and channels, including through 

workshops, national events and online platforms, including 

open data portals.

The Ecuadorian National Statistics Institute signed an MOU with 
Grupo FARO, which allows the continuity of activities along 2020. 
Both organizations have agreed on a schedule to run workshops 
and share information that will be considered during the 
implementation of the National Plan for Developing Territorial 
Statistics. This will include citizen-generated data projects.  

Besides all the available resources in the “ODS Territorio Ecuador” 
initiative website. A new digital platform, that is currently in 
development, will be a dynamic space where other organizations 
will be able to use all the resources, methodologies and tools 
created in the project.
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