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The biannual Progress Report on the National 

Framework Strategy on Sustainable Development 

(NFSSD) has been prepared by the Hungarian 

Council for Sustainable Development (NCSD) since 

2015. Three biennial reports were made, in 2015, 

2017, and 2019 with the involvement of several 

participants: numerous research institutes, 

university departments, NGOs, and further 

stakeholder organizations all of which submit their 

opinions. The progress reports’ sources include 

quantitative and qualitative data so as to ensure a 

comprehensive evaluation of Hungarian national 

sustainability indicators.

The investigation procedures of the HOFG include the 

participation of all stakeholders, which are part of the 

subject investigation. Further, if needed and required, 

the HOFG is also involving and consulting further 

relevant stakeholders or experts, such as company 

representatives, civil society representatives, and 

NGOs.  Inputs from the research and higher education 

sector are also gained, and governmental stakeholders 

such as ministries and their delegates can also be 

included in the investigation processes. The 

involvement of different stakeholders ensures a robust 

process during the investigation phases.
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4. RESULTS ACHIEVED
The HOFG issued a General Opinion aiming to support the 

effective and ambitious implementation of the SDGs in 

Hungary. The General Opinion emphasized that national 

SDG implementation should be inextricably linked to 

constitutional human rights standards to be in line with the 

spirit of Agenda 2030. The HOFG summarized the most 

relevant recommendations from its case practice to serve as 

a guideline for the Government in designing ambitious targets 

and the overall focus of the national implementation of the 

SDGs. As to its scope, the General Opinion zoomed in on the 

goals that were in the focus of the 2018 session of the HLPF; 

SDG 6, 7, 11, 12, and SDG 15.

The General Opinion identifies further ca. 60 measures and policy changes that 

are most urgent for realizing the above goals in an ambitious way.  Second, the 

General Opinion also identifies a handful of possible new, national human rights-

based indicators, which could measure the progress of national implementation. 

Further, at the initiative of the HOFG an SDG Working Group was formed within 

the Office of the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights at the beginning of 2020 

where each department is represented by an expert (dealing with minorities, 

children's rights, equal opportunities, public law, protection of whistle-blowers, 

etc). The main task of this working group is to design how each department could 

assist with their specific human rights expertise in national SDG implementation 

and monitoring.
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Political decisions have often long-term direct, or indirect, effects and side effects as well, which may influence 

future generations significantly. However, these impacts are often not analyzed, or if they are not analyzed in-depth, 

during the decision making processes.  The Hungarian Ombudsman for Future Generations’ (HOFG) is entrusted 

with a number of special powers, provided under the Ombudsman Act, to foster the interests and needs of future 

generations. The powers of HOFG include conducting investigations into maladministration complaints and 

environmental nuisance claims on the basis of citizens’ complaints, or by launching an ex officio investigation into 

environmental pollution cases.
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