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The biannual Progress 
Report on the National 
Framework Strategy on 
Sustainable 
Development (NFSSD) 
has been prepared by 
the Hungarian Council 
for Sustainable 
Development since 
2015. Three biennial 
reports were made, in 
2015, 2017, and 2019 
with the involvement of 
several participants: 
numerous research 
institutes, university 
departments, NGOs, 
and further stakeholder 
organizations all of 
which submit their 
opinions. The progress 
reports’ sources include 
quantitative and 
qualitative data so as to 
ensure a comprehensive 
evaluation of Hungarian 
national sustainability 
indicators.

There are numerous resources, data sources and opinions channeled 

into the preparation of the Progress Report on the National 

Framework Strategy on Sustainable Development (NFSSD). Further, 

during the progress report preparation, the Hungarian Council for 

Sustainable Development (NFFT) is also conducting stakeholder 

meetings in order to represent the various opinions during this 

preparatory process. The multifarious knowledge for the report 

preparation is channeled in, for example, from the Business Council 

for Sustainable Development Hungary (BCSDH), from various NGOs 

or from Mayors’ Associations. With this preparatory process, the 

NFFT ensures that practical knowledge is also summarized in the 

report, and that the various organizations and stakeholders with in-

depth knowledge about a certain sustainability-related area are also 

represented.
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5. PERSPECTIVE AHEAD

4. RESULTS ACHIEVED
NGOs are primarily engaged in SD policy through the Progress 

Report on the National Framework Strategy on Sustainable 

Development (NFSSD). Further, by conducting periodic monitoring 

numerous stakeholders gain in-depth knowledge about sustainability 

and the related national indicators as well. There is an increased 

activity of particular government organizations through various 

working groups organized in collaboration with the Hungarian 

National Council for Sustainable Development (Smart settlement 

working group in collaboration with the Ministry for Innovation and 

Technology, or the working group about agriculture with collaboration 

with the Ministry for Agriculture).

Within the indicators assessing the Hungarian national resources, 

dominantly the indicators associated with the economy have been 

improved; including the employment rate and gross fixed capital 

formation. The severe material deprivation rate dropped from 27.8% 

(2013) to 10.1% within the total population.
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The peculiarity of the (Hungarian) political culture is that comprehensive strategies for sustainability are not really taken

into account when it comes to concrete political decisions. Although there are comprehensive and useful national 

sustainability objectives and strategic principles their concrete implementation and realization is often lacking. Therefore,

it is highly important to keep sustainability ongoing on the (political) agenda. The Hungarian Council for Sustainable 

Development (NFFT) as an independent national stakeholder advisory body is responsible for the biannual Progress 

Report on the National Framework Strategy on Sustainable Development (NFSSD). This periodic progress report which 

includes holistic indicators and analysis about the process of sustainable transition ensures ongoing monitoring and 

evaluation. Further, it is a beneficial tool to keep sustainability continuously on the (political) agenda.

Our aim is to ensure that sustainability is becoming more 

dominant in the political decision-making processes and 

that the government activities are further influenced by 

holistic sustainability measures. Further, it is also a 

preliminary goal, that the actual decision making is 

coming closer to the well-defined sustainability 

strategies to ensure sustainability throughout the 

(political) decision making processes.


