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This project contributed on many fronts as far as 2030 Agenda is concerned: i.e. 

educated and equipped local policymakers with the necessary knowledge to 

localize SDGs and incorporate those in strategic development documents; 

created 7 local plans for SDGs with clear remarks how to better advance with the 

2030 Agenda as part of Local Development Plans of beneficiary municipalities; 

created a pool of informative and educational resources for the public at large 

related to the importance of SDGs and how can everyone contribute towards their 

successful implementation, produced documents which lay out clear steps for the 

advancement of 2030 Agenda in Kosovo in line with local developments and 

strategic documents/processes, etc. Moreover, the project laid a foundation for an 

institutional integrated approach towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

Also, it contributed towards the development of a line of exchange of 

communication and enhanced collaboration between the central and local 

government, through its capacity building and training components, as well as the 

organized workshops. It also elevated the public discourse to a point where it was 

made clear that the implementation of the 2030 Agenda is only successful if there 

is shared responsibility and accountability. In general, the project managed to 

advance the level of institutional commitment towards the SDGs.  Some highlight 

activities were: 

1. 'Municipalities for SDGs' event - the forum with all relevant local stakeholders 

to advance the SDG agenda. The event brought together almost 60 

participants. Participants were of various backgrounds: local and central 

policymakers, donor and civil society representatives, media, etc.

2. Organized the workshops with media and civil society representatives to 

empower them to better monitor and oversee the work of the public institutions 

in this regard. 

3. Prepared the document which lays out a clear roadmap for Kosovo and 

responsible institutions on how to pro-actively engage towards the 

implementation of 2030 Agenda and SDGs.

The active involvement of a wide array of stakeholders towards 

the localization of SDGs for the very first time in Kosovo. For the 

implementation of this project, we made sure that all relevant 

parties are informed, yet at the same time, we offered space for 

their direct participation in all of our events (i.e. workshops, 

roundtables, etc.).  The key actors as part of this action were the 

public servants from each of the targeted municipalities. They 

were directly benefiting from this project, but also made a 

significant contribution to the project activities with updated 

information and active participation. Another key actor was the 

administrative staff of the Council for Sustainable Development 

and a selected number of MPs. While the facilitation of the 

communication with the Municipalities was also partially handled 

by the Association of Kosovo Municipalities.
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It is important to 

highlight that at the start 

of the project there was 

a lot of skepticism about 

it coming from the main 

beneficiaries (i.e. 

municipalities). 

However, by the end of 

it, as we wrapped up the 

7 local SDG plans, the 

level of comprehension 

regarding the 2030 

Agenda and 17 SDGs 

rose significantly, and 

the interest for active 

engagement toward the 

localization of SDGs 

became more vivid. 

Local policymakers are 

now well equipped with 

the necessary 

knowledge on how to 

integrate SDGs into 

local planning, while the 

SDG Council members 

had the opportunity to 

learn first-hand how you 

engage in a localization 

exercise and how you 

bring municipalities 

onboard to ensure a 

successful 

implementation of the 

2030 Agenda.
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In 2018, Kosovo adopted the Resolution on the Approval of Sustainable Development Goals–Agenda 2030, as well as, established the Council for 

Sustainable Development. Considering the mobilization at the central level and the establishment of an institutional mechanism to put the Resolution in 

life, there was a need to also create synergies between local and central level, in order to ensure a comprehensive institutional undertaking in this 

regard. We considered that local governments should not be seen as mere implementers of the agenda. Local governments are policymakers, catalysts 

of change and the level of government best-placed to link the global goals with local communities. Aligning national and local development plans with 

the SDGs and ensuring multi-stakeholder participation boosts the chances for a more progressive advancement towards implementing the 2030 

Agenda. The local governments in Kosovo were not assuming an active role in this regard and they were rather positioned as very passive actors. Given 

that the SDGs have a local dimension, and the localization of all goals is essential to meet all the objectives, the 2030 Agenda was considered as a tool 

to trigger an institutional transformation through well-framed and universally accepted goals.

Our organization has secured a seat at the Council for 
Sustainable Development. As such, will continue our 
work with 2030 Agenda and SDGs even beyond the 
lifetime of this project.

Jointly with the Secretary of the Assembly, we are 
seeking for ways how to best operationalize the Council 
so as to ensure proper mobilization of all relevant actors 
at the local and central level.
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